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23:40 

CD: George, just a little bit of technical business at the start, if you could say and 
spell your name for the transcriber, so when they're writing down all the words 
that you say they can spell your name correctly. 


23:55 
GM: Okay, you want me to tell him? 


CD: Yeah, just say and spell your name so they can- 
GM: Now? 
CD: Yep. 


24:02 
GM: The last name of course is M-A-G-I-N-N-I-S, Maginnis. 


CD: First name George, right? 

GM: First name George. 

CD: Regular spelling? 

GM: Yeah. G-E-O-H-O, G - regular George... 

CD: Yeah that's fine, regular's fine. 

24:26 

CREW ADJUSTS MICROPHONE 

24:51 

CD: George thank you for being here today, we appreciate your time. 


GM: Okay bud. 


CD: If you could start by introducing yourself, and telling us where you come 
from originally. 


25:02 
GM: Okay. Now? Uh my name is George L. Maginnis, and I was raised in 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Uh...what else? 
CD: That's fine. Could you tell me why you wanted to join the Navy? 


25:24 
GM: Heh, heh. It was during the depression, or after it, but we were, things 
wasn't so good in those days, so I wanted to, and besides my m-, my father was- 


25:40 
CD: George I hate to stop you, but if you could just try to look at me when you're 
talking... 


GM: I was looking over here... 
CD: If we could start that again, why did you want to join the Navy? 


25:52 

GM: I wanted - well I joined the Navy ‘cause I - we lived right near the Navy 
yard, and I got to know quite a bit of people in there, and I wanted to get out of 
town anyway. I wanted to get out of Philadelphia, so I went, I-I shouldn't tell you 
how you got the... Anyway I went down to the recruitment station when I was 
about 17...and told 'em I wanted to join the Navy. Well they talked to me fora 
while , and give me a written - sit me down and give me a written test, (26:34) 
and I passed the written test, and we're doin - of course they give you a physical 
too. And when they got all done the officer in charge, he says, “Son,” he says, 
“can you leave right away?” I said, “Sure. I want to get out of town anyway.” So 
he say, “Good.” So...he put me with another three or four guys, I figure what they 
were, and they put us on a train, or not a train a car, and sent us down to...oh the 
next town - the next...anyway they put us on a ship, and we went to Norfolk, 
Virginia. We got off at Norfolk, Virginia, and they put us from there into uha 
boot camp, teach us how to become sailors, and that was a couple months I 
guess, or something. Now, you want to go on? 


27:50 
CD: I want to ask, how did you come, how did you get to Hawaii? What ship were 
you stationed to, and how did you get there? 


28:00 

GM: I'd love to tell you about that buddy. Okay, I'm gonna, I'm gonna start; I'm an 
east coast sailor, a deep water sailor. And that means I uh...deep water. Anyway, 
the way I got to Pearl Harbor, I was on the USS Texas battleship, and they sent 
me, and the personnel told me, “George,” he says, “pack your bags, you're 
leaving,” he says. I said, “Where in the hell am I going?” He said, “You're going 
on that ship right next door.” I said, “What is it?” He said, “Survey ship.” Okay, so 
I go over and go aboard this ship. I asked him, I say, “Where are we going?” He 
said, “You're going to South America.” (28:54) So we went down along the coast 
of South America, (Venezuela?), and all them places down there, and we come 
back in to Norfolk. We's in Norfolk for a short time, and uh we're getting the ship 


ready to sail. And we ain't been home long, getting this - I can...if you're a 
regular Seaman you can tell when they're getting the ship ready to go back to 
sea, which they did. (29:28) I said, I said to myself, “Where are we going this 
time?” He said, “We're going to the Marshal and Gilbert Islands.” And Marshal 
and Gilbert Islands are way over on the other side of the world, it seems like. 
They were Japanese. So I got a - I got a - we got underway. We went through the 
Panama Canal into the Pacific, and about - we're underway about three days 
headed for the Marshal and Gilbert Islands when orders were changed. (30:03) 
Don't tell me they didn't know the war was coming, ‘cause I, now I realize that 
somebody knew. Well they changed our orders and we went into Pearl. We got 
into Pearl, Pearl Harbor late on a Saturday afternoon, and we tied up to the 
submarine docks because we were kind of connected with all of that. (30:30) So 
this was a Saturday, late Saturday afternoon on... Next day a Sunday morning, so 
I got up early as I usually did, and I was gonna go out and see if there was a 
place to buy a newspaper. 


30:47 
CD: George if I can just stop you here... 


END OF TAPE 


